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Message Text 


1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF BILL INTRODUCED MARCH 29 AND CO- 
SPONSORED BY BINGHAM, VANIK, ROSTENKOWSKI, FENWICK AND 
WHALEN. 


2. HR 5717. A BILL TO PROVIDE FOR RELIEF AND REHABILITA- 
TION ASSISTANCE TO THE VICTIMS OF THE RECENT EARTHQUAKES 
IN ROMANIA. BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN CONGRESS 
ASSEMBLED, THAT CHAPTER 9 OF THE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT 
OF 1961 (AS AMENDED) IS AMENDED BY ADDING AT THE END 
THEREOF THE FOLLOWING NEW SECTION: SEC. 495 D. ROMANIAN 
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION. (A) THE CONGRESS, RECOG- 
NIZING THAT PROMPT UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE IS NECESSARY 
TO ALLEVIATE THE HUMAN SUFFERING ARISING FROM RECENT 
EARTHQUAKES IN ROMANIA, AUTHORIZES THE PRESIDENT TO FUR- 
NISH ASSISTANCE, ON SUCH TERMS AND CONDITIONS AS HE 
MAY DETERMINE, FOR THE RELIEF AND REHABILITATION OF REFU- 
GEES AND OTHER NEEDY PEOPLE IN ROMANIA. (B) THERE ARE 
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HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO BE APPRORPIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1977, NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PRO- 
VISIONS OF THIS ACT, IN ADDITION TO AMOUNTS OTHERWISE 

AVAILABLE FOR SUCH PURPOSES, NOT TO EXCEED $25,000,000, 

WHICH AMOUNT IS AUTHORIZED TO REMAIN AVAILABLE UNTIL 
EXPENDED. (C) ASSISTANCE UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL BE 
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PROVIDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICIES AND GENERAL AU- 
THORITY CONTAINED IN SECTION 491. (D) OBLIGATIONS 
INCURRED PRIOR TO THE DATE OF ENACTMENT OF THIS SECTION 
AGAINST OTHER APPROPRIATIONS OR ACCOUNTS FOR THE PUR- 
POSE OF PROVIDING RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ASSISTANCE 
TO THE PEOPLE OF ROMANIA MAY BE CHARGED TO THE APPROPRI 
ATIONS AUTHORIZED UNDER THIS SECTION. (E) NOT LATER THAN 
SIXTY DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF ENACTMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS 
TO CARRY OUT THIS SECTION, AND ON A QUARTERLY BASIS THERE- 
AFTER, THE PRESIDENT SHALL TRANSMIT REPORTS TO THE COM- 
MITTEES ON FOREIGN RELATIONS AND APPROPRIATIONS OF THE 
SENATE AND TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
REGARDING THE PROGRAMMING AND OBLIGATION OF FUNDS UNDER 
THIS SECTION. (F) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE 
INTERPRETED AS ENDORSING ANY MEASURE UNDERTAKEN BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ROMANIA WHICH WOULD SUPPRESS HUMAN RIGHTS 
AS DEFINED IN THE CONFERENCE ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION 
IN EUROPE (HELSINKI) FINAL ACT AND THE UNITED NATIONS 
DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, OR AS CONSTITUTING A PRECE- 
DENT FOR OR COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE UNITED STATES DEVELOP- 
MENT ASSISTANCE TO ROMANIA, AND THE ROMANIAN GOVERNMENT 
SHALL BE SO NOTIFIED WHEN AID IS FURNISHED UNDER THIS 
SECTION. 
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